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FUEL BREAK
A fuel break is a strip or block of land on which the vegetation, debris, and detritus have been reduced and/or modified to control or diminish the risk of the spread of fire crossing the strip or block of land.
PRACTICE INFORMATION

This practice applies on all land where protection from wildfire is needed. A fuel break is typically an easily accessible strip of land of varying width (depending on fuel and terrain) in which fuel density is reduced, thus improving fire control opportunities.
Fuel breaks are used to control and reduce the risk of the spread of fire by treating, removing, or modifying vegetation, debris and detritus.
Fuel breaks are planned and located at strategic locations on the landscape as part of a conservation management system for a land unit having an undesired risk of wildfire. They break up large, continuous tracts of dense natural fuels, thus limiting uncontrolled spread of wildfire.  

COMMON ASSOCIATED PRACTICES

Fuel Break is commonly associated with Firebreak (394). A firebreak is a narrower permanent or temporary strip of bare or vegetated land to retard spread of surface fire. To gain access for equipment, Access Road (560) and Forest Trails and Landings (655) may be needed. Some degree of Forest Slash Treatment (384) usually accompanies application of a fuel break. For areas with erosion potential after a fuel break is installed, the following practices may be used: Critical Area Planting (342), Sediment Basin (350), Structure for Water Control (587), Access Control (472). For areas with grazing or wildlife objectives/concerns, Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645) and Prescribed Grazing (338) may be applicable.

For further information, refer to the practice standard in the local Field Office Technical Guide and associated practice specifications and job sheets.
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Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645)





Forest Slash Treatment (384)

















Prescribed Grazing (528)





I.3 (+) Net landowner return





I.4 (-) Offsite wildfire suppression activities and costs





I.6 (+) Biodiversity 





Structure for Water Control (587)





Sediment Basin (350)





Access Control (472)





Forest Trails and Landings (654)





I.2 (-) Landowner liability and risk; damage to structures and resources; outlay of repair and restoration of structures





4. Vegetation reduced and fuel loads treated or removed





Start





2. Exposed bare ground to stop surface fire spread





5. Water energy controlled





D.2 (+) Landowner income; contractor income





Initial setting: Lands with vegetation or residue fuel loads with potential to carry and/or exacerbate wildfire. Sites are or can be grazed by livestock.





C.4 (+/-) Health and safety for humans, domestic and wild animals





I.1 (+/-) Quality of receiving waters





C.3 (+) Livestock business and support infrastructure





C.2 (+) Wildlife and recreation business opportunities





I.9 (+) Livestock grazing





I.8 (+) Forage/ browse biomass and utilization





I.5 (+) Ground vegetation biomass





I.7 (+) Habitat diversity for early successional wildlife species 





Firebreak (394)





C.5 (+) Income and income stability (individuals and community)





C.1 (+) Wood-forest business and support infrastructure





3. Wood fiber
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D.4 (-) Shade





D.5 (-) Surface erosion, runoff and sediment production





Critical Area Planting (342)





D.1 (+) Surface erosion, runoff and sediment production





1. Exposed roads, cuts, fills, landings, trails





D.3 (-) Fire hazard*





Access Road (560)





Notes:


Effects are qualified with a plus (+) or minus (-). These symbols indicate only an increase (+) or a decrease (-) in the effect upon the resource, not whether the effect is beneficial or adverse.


*Particularly in regard to “crown” fires on forest land when using a Fuel Break





Fuel Break (383)





I.  Indirect effect





D.  Direct effect





#.  Created by practice
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The following page identifies the effects expected to occur when this practice is applied. These effects are subjective and somewhat dependent on variables such as climate, terrain, soil, etc. All appropriate local, State, Tribal, and Federal permits and approvals are the responsibility of the landowners and are presumed to have been obtained. Users are cautioned that these effects are estimates that may or may not apply to a specific site.  

